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RARE EVENTS ARE
ALSO KNOWN AS
BLACK SWANS

of mass public
shooters have
been diagnosed
with a mental
disorder or have
demonstrated
serious

mental illness
prior to

the attack.

Mass killings
are still rare
They account for

of all homicide
victims annually

of mass killings are by
public shootings. The
majority are murders
within families, gangs
or robberies.

of public mass
shootings take place in
gun-free zones where
civilians are not permit-
ted to carry firearms

according to the most recent
data. In the U.S., 1,714 people
were killed in 311 mass
shootings since 2006.

A large body of research shows

a statistical link between mass
public killings and serious
untreated psychiatric illness.

The most commonly diagnosed
illnesses among mass public
shooters are paranoid schizophre-
nia and severe depression.



Before they commit their attrocities, mass shooters leave
a trail of violent outbursts, threats and dark fixations.
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Look for these signs. Before they act, most mass killers:

attackers have difficulty coping with

tell someone engage in engagein significant loss and personal failure,

about their threatening communications they have considered or attempted

plan to kill communications in the range of suicide. The end game in an attack
threatening is they commit suicide or are killed.
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